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1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

I . This action is responsive to the RCE of the applicant, filed on 3/21/05. Claims 1- 

II, 1 6-22 and 26 are presented for further examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-11, 16-22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter, which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Claims 1-10, 16, 17, 20 and 21 
disclose " a position in the real world" for each hardware or software. The specification 
does not teach a position in the real world for each item. Claim 22 discloses a user 
controls the resource setting but this is not disclosed in the specification for one of 
ordinary skilled in the art to understand. Claim 26 discloses resource setting means 
"directly receives" content but this is not taught in the specification. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-1 1 recite the limitation "the content". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-11, 16-22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Savitzky et al. ("Savitzky"), USPN 6,012,083. 

Regarding claim 1 , Savitzky discloses a computer network system in which plural 
connecting means capable of connecting and disconnecting a computer is provided in a 
network circuit to which a first computer has been connected [ie. PDA, Savitzky, col. 20, 
lines 40-67], and a second computer is connected to one of the connecting means, 
wherein the first computer comprises resource information managing means for 
managing information relating to hardware or software, including a position in the real 
world for each of the hardware or software, which are usable through the network 
circuit, and resource information processing means for taking out the content of the 
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resource information managing means in response to a request of information relating 
to usable hardware or software from another computer, and transmitting to the network 
circuit [ie. printer agency (first computer) with printer (resource) information to send to 
client (PDA), Savitzky, col. 13, lines 15-63], 

the second computer comprises resource setting means for setting the hardware 
or software according to the content of the hardware or software information transmitted 
by the resource information processing means of the first computer, and when the 
second computer is connected to the network circuit through any one of the plural 
connecting means, the resource setting means receives the content of the hardware or 
software information transmitted by the resource information processing means of the 
first computer and sets the hardware or software [ie. PDA sets the printer, Savitzky, col. 
13, lines 15-28 and col. 20, lines 40-67]. 

8. Regarding claim 26, Savitzky further discloses the resource setting means 
directly receives the content of the hardware or software information transmitted by the 
resource information processing means [Savitzky, col. 13, lines 15-28]. 

9. Regarding claims 2-1 1 and 1 6-22, claims 2-1 1 and 1 6-22 have similar limitations 
as claims 1 and 26. Therefore, they are rejected under Savitzky for the same reasons 
set forth in the rejection of claims 1 and 26 [Supra 1 and 26]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 1-11, 16-22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yacoub, USPN 6,552,813, in view of Carpenter et al. ("Carpenter"), 
USPN 6,477,581. 

12. Regarding claim 1 , Yacoub discloses a computer network system in which plural 
connecting means is provided in a network circuit to which a first computer has been 
connected, and a second computer is connected to one of the connecting means, 
wherein; the first computer comprises resource information managing means for 
managing information relating to hardware or software, including a position in the real 
world for each of the hardware or software, which are usable through the network 
circuit, and resource information processing means for taking out the content of the 
resource information managing means in response to a request of information relating 
to usable hardware or software from another computer, and transmitting to the network 
circuit [ie. the server, Yacoub, col. 5, line 35 - col. 7, line 9 and col. 10, lines 28-65]; 

the second computer comprises resource setting means for setting the hardware 
or software according to the content of the hardware or software information transmitted 
by the resource information processing means of the first computer [ie. the client with 
virtual printer, Yacoub, col. 4, line 28 -col. 5, line 13 and col. 11, lines 1-60]; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/017,329 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2145 

when the second computer is connected to the network circuit through any one of 
the plural connecting means, the resource setting means receives the content of the 
hardware or software information transmitted by the resource information processing 
means of the first computer and sets the hardware or software [Yacoub, col. 4, line 28 - 
col. 5, line 13 and col. 6, lines 46-65], 

Yacoub does disclose the use of portable data assistant (PDA) does not 
specifically disclose connecting means capable of connecting and disconnecting a 
computer. However, Carpenter, in the same field of endeavor, discloses connecting 
means capable of connecting and disconnecting a computer [Carpenter, col. 3, line 48 - 
col. 4, line 40 and col. 5, lines 12-44]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate connections means for 
portable devices, disclosed by Carpenter, in the network system, disclosed by Yacoub, 
in order to have user-friendly connection [Carpenter, col. 1, line 62 - col. 2, line 9]. 

13. Regarding claim 2, claim 2 has similar limitations as claim 1 and additional 
limitations of a resource installation position managing means for managing the position 
at which the resource managed by the resource information managing means exists 
and selecting an arbitrary resource. Therefore, the similar limitations are disclosed 
under Yacoub-Carpenter for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 
[Supra 1], Also, Yacoub-Carpenter further discloses the resource installation position 
managing means for managing the position at which the resource managed by the 
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resource information managing means exists and selecting an arbitrary resource 
[Yacoub, col. 10, lines 28-65]. 

14. Regarding claim 3, claim 3 has similar limitations as claim 1 and additional 
limitations of a resource information holding means for holding the resource information 
relating to the resources that can be managed directly and comparing means for 
comparing the content of the resource information holding means and the content of the 
resource information managing means of the first computer, detecting a replaceable 
resource. Therefore, the similar limitations are disclosed under Yacoub-Carpenter for 
the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 [Supra 1]. Also, Yacoub- 
Carpenter further discloses resource information holding means for holding the resource 
information relating to the resources that can be managed directly and comparing 
means for comparing the content of the resource information holding means and the 
content of the resource information managing means of the first computer, detecting a 
replaceable resource [Yacoub, col. 6, line 46- col. 7, line 9]. 

15. Regarding claim 5, claim 5 has similar limitations as claim 1 and additional 
limitations of a resource information holding means for holding the resource information 
relating to the resources that can be managed directly and comparing means for 
comparing the content of the resource information holding means and the content of the 
resource information managing means of the first computer, detecting a replaceable 
resource. Therefore, the similar limitations are disclosed under Yacoub-Carpenter for 
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the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 [Supra 1]. Also, Yacoub- 
Carpenter further discloses resource information holding means for holding the resource 
information relating to the resources that can be managed directly and comparing 
means for comparing the content of the resource information holding means and the 
content of the resource information managing means of the first computer, detecting a 
replaceable resource [Yacoub, col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 9]. 

16. Regarding claim 6, claim 6 has similar limitations as claim 1 and additional 
limitations of a resource updating means for updating the content of the resource 
information managing means when receiving an updated resource. Therefore, the 
similar limitations are disclosed under Yacoub-Carpenter for the same reasons set forth 
in the rejection of claim 1 [Supra 1]. Also, Yacoub-Carpenter further discloses a 
resource updating means for updating the content of the resource information managing 
means when receiving updated resource information [Yacoub, col. 2, lines 25-29 and 
col. 6, lines 32-42]. 

1 7. Regarding claims 10-11, claims 1 0-1 1 has similar limitations as claim 1 and 
additional limitations of a resource noticing means for noticing the content of the 
resource information managing means and updating resource information registering 
means by receiving the updated resource information from the computer. Therefore, 
the similar limitations are disclosed under Yacoub-Carpenter for the same reasons set 
forth in the rejection of claim 1 [Supra 1]. Also, Yacoub-Carpenter further discloses a 
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resource noticing means for noticing the content of the resource information managing 
means and updating resource information registering means by receiving the updated 
resource information from the computer [Yacoub, col. 6, lines 32-42]. 

1 8. Regarding claim 26, Yacoub-Carpenter further discloses the resource setting 
means directly receives the content of the hardware or software information transmitted 
by the resource information processing means [ie. receiving information directly to the 
virtual printer on the client, Yacoub, col. 1 1 , lines 40-60]. 

19. Regarding claims 4, 7-9 and 16-22, claims 4, 7-9 and 16-22 have similar 
limitations as claim 1 . Therefore, they are rejected under Yacoub-Carpenter for the 
same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 1 [Supra 1]. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicant's arguments filed 12/20/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

21 . (A) Yacoub does not disclose the resource setting means directly receives the 
content of the hardware or software information 

As to point (A), Yacoub does disclose the resource setting means directly 
receives the content of the hardware or software information. Yacoub discloses a 
virtual printer, on the client, that receives content about printers from the server. This 
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information is used to select a printer [Yacoub, col. 1 1 , lines 40-60]. During patent 
examination and prosecution, claims must be given their broadest reasonable 
interpretation. In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 1184, 26 USPQ2d 1057, 1059 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Prater, 415 .2d 1393, 1404, 162 USPQ 541, 550 (CCPA 1969). Giving 
the instant claims their broadest reasonable interpretation, "directly receiving" is broad 
enough to read on the virtual printer as disclosed in Yacoub. 

22. (B) Yacoub does not disclose a user controls the resource-setting unit. 

As to point (B), Yacoub does disclose a user controls the resource-setting unit by 
sending the preferences of the user to the virtual printer to select the appropriate printer 
[Yacoub, col. 11, lines 40-60]. During patent examination and prosecution, claims must 
be given their broadest reasonable interpretation. In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 
1 184, 26 USPQ2d 1057, 1059 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Prater, 415 .2d 1393, 1404, 162 
USPQ 541, 550 (CCPA 1969). 

23. (C) Can not combine Yacoub and Carpenter. 

As to point (C), Carpenter does disclose connecting means capable of 
connecting and disconnecting a computer [Carpenter, col. 3, line 48 - col. 4, line 40 and 
col. 5, lines 12-44]. Carpenter discloses the use of PDAs, also shown by Yacoub 
[Yacoub, col. 11, lines 1-19], that connect to servers [Carpenter, col. 4, line 1-64]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made, to incorporate show detail of connections means for portable devices, disclosed 
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by Carpenter, in the network system, disclosed by Yacoub, in order to have user- 
friendly connection [Carpenter, col. 1, line 62 - col. 2, line 9]. Carpenter discloses 
setting up connections [Carpenter, col. 2, lines 1-9]. It is noted that the features upon 
which applicant relies (i.e., establishing a new connection) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason D. Cardone whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3933. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thu. (6AM-3PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on (571) 272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



May 30, 2005 



Jason D Cardone 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2145 



